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“In the New Year, you carry all the experiences of the past years and that is the greatest power of 
every New Year! This year again, you are less student and more master!” 

– Mehmet Murat Ildan
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The staff at the Fort Hood Central Issue Facility had a truly merry 
holiday season with our Christmas Luncheon, gift giving and Ugly 
Sweater Contest. Congratulations to Monique Perez, our winner, who 
shared her truly spectacular and abnormally distinctive hand crafted 
sweater.  She received a gift card to the Cracker Barrel Store for her 
endeavor. As in the past, the competition was judged by randomly 
selected soldiers that had stopped by the Central Issue Facility.  A 
special thanks to Monique, Teneka Morrow and Sharlene McKay for 
their participation.

This past year has been extremely successful and very productive for 
the team at the Central Issue Facility. It was once said, “Accepting 
whatever comes your way, good or bad, it doesn’t matter.  What 
matters is just getting into that groove.” The Skookum Team at Fort 

Hood, Texas is definitely in that groove. Over this past year, the team has successfully taken care of 
over 150K soldiers, with a 99.9% satisfaction rating. Our assessment not only comes from the Fort Hood 
community, but the thousands of National Guard and Reserve soldiers that have mobilized through Fort 
Hood to destinations all over the world.  It’s through the diligent efforts and hard work of every team 
member at the Central Issue Facility that makes us so successful.  Many of our patrons have label this 
facility as the “Best in the Army”. This, I truly believe, is Fact!

Three members of our team were awarded the Five Year 
Seniority pin.  Hubert Rhodes, Sharlene McCay and IvyRose 
Espinal all started with our initial Skookum contract way back 
in 2011. Congratulations on your achievement! Hubert is 
our Supply Technician Lead and runs our warehouses, while 
Sharlene works in our Demobilization Section, and IvyRose is a 
Warehouse Specialist.   

Our Skookum Team at Fort Hood 
welcomes a new addition to our 
family. Michelle Ogan recently 

gave birth to a little girl whose name is Riley Grace McBride. Riley weighed 
in at 6 lbs. 15 oz. Michelle works with our Chemical Defense Equipment at 
Fort Hood.  

       

Tom Duchateau / Site Manager / Fort Hood, TX

Howdy From Central Texas 

The last year at Fleet has been pretty good. We managed to stay busy by picking up a couple new shops, one 
at 17th Firs and the other just started over at 542nd. While the combination of the two shops only brought 
back a couple of folks, it’s a sign we may be growing.  We were also able to take vacation at Fleet as well, 
again with some taking a couple of weeks at a time. We hope the New Year brings us more work and new 
faces. We all hope everyone enjoyed their holidays and may the New Year be good to you. 

Bob Ratliff / Sanitation/Fleet Project Manager / Bremerton, WA

New Shops for JBLM Fleet
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January Birthdays

01 Gilray Rodgers
01 Lynnda Shuck-Bond
01 Scott Smyczek
02 Han Cho
02 Glenn Calnan
02 Robert Sampson
02 Walter Brown
03 Amber Beck
03 Lana Prinz
03 Jose Silvestre-Lopez
04 Steven Deitz
04 Nathan  Schackmann
04 Ian Lauth
05 Monroe Jones
06 Steven Harclerode
07 Ahmed Sheshi
07 Tonya Houk
08 Robert Brown
08 Jason Agres
08 Dennis Swann
08 Barbara Pusateri
08 Erica Schulte
09 Gerald Stavee
09 Marcel Mitchell
09 Jessica Sablan
10 Marcus Kouth
10 Eric Waters
10 Steve Harvey
10 Brandon Larson

11 John McComber
11 John Iafrati
12 Hubert  Rhodes
12 Ricky Belton
13 Andrew Harrison
13 Neil Colomac
14 Shauntell  Robinson
14 Logan Tetrick
14 Ramon Paulino
14 David Sims
14 Clay Treischel
15 Steven Pickard
15 Raymundo Vasquez Garcia
15 Randy Priddy
16 Joseph Zolck
16 Joseph Thomas
17 William Doucette
17 Susan Jones
18 Michelle Nelson
19 Kenneth Crouse
20 Zachary Slotnick
20 Sinh Doan
20 Linda Hiler
20 Twyla Johnson
20 Irvin Abrames
21 Linda Clifford
21 Brunilda Gomez
21 Zach Hampton
21 Jina Heath

21 Lawrence Stinson
22 Kerry Schmidt
22 Mary Urwin
22 Larry Christiansen
24 Linda Braley
25 Leamon Woodley
25 Gregory Seitz
25 Kayla Shepard
25 Erica Coleman
25 Larry McCabe
26 Sally Eibert
26 Lloyd Jones
27 Michael Morris
28 Moonja Tobey
28 Glen Owens
28 Michael Crowley
28 John Skaggs
28 Charles Johnson
28 Jason Jones
28 Jonathan Keas
29 Sung Moon
29 Wayne Foss
30 Lyle Harvey
30 Jaqulynne Ford
31 Herb Wright

January
Birthdays!
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January President’s Excellence Award Winners

  Rodney Harris- Fort Meade, MD
Nominated by: Jeff Iafrati, Site Manager, 

Fort Meade, MD 

I would like to nominate Rodney Harris for the Presidents 
Excellence Award for his commitment to teamwork, 
customer service, dependability and job knowledge. 

Rodney “Rod” is one of our Material Expeditors at Ft 
Meade and has been with Skookum since September 
of 2011.  During Rod’s tenure he has voluntarily crossed 
trained and worked in our Freight Office, Travel Office 
and other areas of our Supply Support Activity.  When co-
workers from the Freight & Travel office take off work for 
any reason Rod has always stepped up and filled in for them 
in a moment’s notice.  Rod’s job knowledge, dependability 
and great attitude has played a vital role in the continued 
mission success of all three areas of our operation. The 
Army Customer understands the challenges of single point 
contact and has developed the trust and confidence in Rod’s 
ability to get the job done singlehandedly, professionally 
and with customer respect. 

Rod told me one day that he likes the role of being the 
“Utility Man” helping others when they need to take care 
of their personal business. Rod believes in Skookum core 
values and proves it every day he shows up for work. 

  Monroe Jones- Bremerton, WA
Nominated by: Renee L. Kasperbauer, 

Supv Supply Mgmt Spec, Fleet Logistics Center 
Puget Sound

I wanted to take the opportunity to pass on my 
compliments to you, for the excellent janitorial service 
Mr. Monroe Jones provides in the building I work in at 
Keyport Bldg 893.

He is such a great “people person”! I always enjoy 
seeing him on the mornings he is working in our 
building.  He is very conscientious, always has a great 
smile, kind words and a witty sense of humor :-)

You have a wonderful employee and are lucky to have 
someone who represents your company in such a 
positive fashion.  We are very lucky as well!

  Tyler Sartan- WSMR, NM
Nominated by: Johnny Huereca, 

General Maintenance I, WSMR, NM

If anyone is deserving of the Presidents Excellence 
Award, it would have to be Tyler Sartan, General 
Maintenance Technician at White Sands Missile 
Range, NM (WSMR). Tyler started at Skookum as a 
level 1 technician, but after demonstrating amazing 
maintenance skills, he was quickly promoted to a level 
2 Technician.

Tyler’s mechanical skill and ability to get things done 
were evident when the WSMR gym staff reported 
that the main gym basketball court would not warm 
despite the recent remodel and installation of a new 
heating system. Tyler easily diagnosed the problem 
to warm air escaping through vents in the roof. 
Tyler then went on to fabricate and install a mode of 
opening and closing the vents manually. Tyler’s quick 
repair ensured the basketball court was ready for the 
upcoming basketball season. 

Tyler’s can do attitude is not restricted to work, when 
Tyler was made aware of the need for children’s coats 
in the local community, Tyler jumped into action. He 
coordinated with the Skookum Director here at White 
Sands, and coordinated his own “coats for kids” drive. 
As a result of his efforts, Tyler collected over 23 badly 
needed new coats for needy children.

Tyler’s successes are numerous, he is definitely an 
asset to Skookum and his community and should be 
recognized.

Larry Stinson- Curtis Bay, MD
Nominated by: Bob Cordell, General Manager, 

Maurice Correia, QC & Safety Director, 
Jessica McLoughlin, General Manager

Larry  Stinson “sailed” into the U.S. Coast Guard Ship-YARD, 
Curtis Bay Maryland and has exceeded the expectations of 
Cory Golden, Site Manager and Skookum’s home office QC 
& Safety group. His passion for safety was evident day 1 with 
job site safety improvements for our Skookum employees 
and the numerous subcontractors that Skookum uses to 
improve the facility infrastructure at the YARD.  Specifically, 
Larry’s accomplishments included revising the Quality 
Control ISO processes ahead of schedule by 2-weeks along 
with initiating and developing two more ISO processes 
(Supply and Level III Services) with a target completion 
date of 1 Nov 2016 and he completed them both for 
review early on 19 Sep 2016. Larry’s customer service skills 
help Skookum by being a USCG partner, always willing 
to go the extra mile to accomplish the Quality Control 
inspections and communicating with our supervisors and 
subcontractor project managers at the jobsites.  Larry 
easily completed his initial certifications including his 
OSHA 30 and ISO based process training.  He is a true asset 
to Skookum, reflects Skookum core values of commitment, 
integrity and quality.
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We hope everyone enjoyed the Holiday’s as much as we did.  This past year 
has been good for us, we managed to pick up two new pump trucks and we’ll 
be picking up another one between now and the end of February. This will 
have us all driving Freightliners and we will have two Fords as back up rigs. We 
have also added another driver in the Bremerton area to relieve the pressure 
in that area. Welcome to the team, Greg Seitz. Many of us took some well-
deserved vacation time over the holidays. Some people were gone for two to 
three weeks at a time, very nice. We hope that the New Year brings as much 
as last year did.

Bob Ratliff / Sanitation/Fleet Project Manager / Bremerton, WA

New Trucks for Skookum Sanitation

January President’s Excellence Award Cont.

New to Skookum? 
Get the Skoop sent to directly to your inbox. 
Sign-up to receive our newsletter by email!
www.skookum.org/news-media/newsletter

To receive “The Skoop” newsletter via email click 
 “Sign up to Receive Newsletter”

 “LIKE” us on Facebook!

Stay up-to-date on Skookum News and Updates by 
“Liking” our facebook page. Find us on facebook 

under: Skookum Contract Services 

Martin Becar- Bangor, WA
Nominated by: Heidi Owen, Case Specialist, NBK Bangor and Robert Carrier, Building Manager 1100, 

NBK Bangor
        

“I ust wanted to say that Martin and Robert do an amazing and a outstanding job cleaning our building. I have worked 
in this building for several years and I have never seen it cleaner. They both are very attentive to detail and making 
sure it that each of their jobs are done correctly.”
          --Heidi Owen

“I take great pride in recognizing Mr. Martin Becar as one of your outstanding members of your staff. Since his arrival 
to building 1100, the Admirals building, in Jan 2016 he has gone way above and beyond what I would call the norm 
to ensure our building presents the most professional atmosphere in cleanliness and appearance to all visitors. It is 
obvious to all that he takes extra pride in his duties and focuses not only on the normal cleaning but little details that 
people often take for granted. In this past year I have witnessed this man clean in places that no others would think 
of, from being on his hands and knees with tooth brush in hand to clean the restroom tile floor, corners and floor to 
wall seams. To under and over toilets, sinks, lights not only in the rest room but hallway and office lights as well. The 
windows, baseboards, window seals to everything that’s not nailed down. He seems to find and clean. Mr. Becar is 
widely known in our building and his highly valued, respected and admired for his dedication. In addition we have 
notice is leadership in also training Robert to be a top notch member of your team as well. Mr. Becar is truly one of 
the greatest ambassadors that Skookum has. So we thank you for assigning him as our primary custodian. He is rarity 
in this field and I feel it important to point that out to your leadership team.”
          --Robert Carrier

http://www.skookum.org/news-media/newsletter
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001YkmmIsds1mrMowtJvqKtYlZbZUy_EySSoPTzM91By1asCsoUXzhC-U9huGp3ci1xNaIfe1Rw1yNNpQLJMs-E1SlGJqrh8LgP0xaTPKVAfNrb_bQg5X2hLfMfgV9YufFSmlq_7tn2_UQDJ3rIHBXQT8AePjT9i1j47Y9di2ImqwL3TJqaF3zfAA%3D%3D
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Happy New Year from JBLM CIF

Hard to believe another year has come and gone! 
We here at JBLM CIF ended our year with our Annual 
Inventory.  As always, we rocked it with exceptional 
results. None of that would have been possible without 
the outstanding teamwork and countless hours of hard 
work from all. We’d like to give a huge thank you to 
every one of the family members here at the CIF! We 
held our annual Holiday Festivities as well as celebrating 
the awesome results of the inventory.  Everyone came 
together with their favorite dishes. The menu was 
amazing…Prime Rib, Ham, Smoked Turkey, Ribs, Pulled 
Pork, Carnitas, and every side dish and desert you can 
think of.  We have some of the best cooks out there. 
Gifts were exchanged and we held a raffle for some 
great prizes. We even surprised Dwayne with a gift 
from us all. Not just a Christmas gift, but a thank you 
gift for supporting us every day of the year. It’s hard to 
keep secrets from him, but we pulled it off with a little 

help from JR, a good friend of many of our employees.
 
After being open for emergency clearing only during inventory, the first 
Monday back to normal was crazy busy.  Over 380 transactions were 
conducted.  That is everything from turn-in, issues, DX and all the data 
entry to support those services.  Every one of the employees in the 
building pulled together and knocked em’ out, with 20 minutes to spare 
at the end of the day.  It is truly inspiring to watch what happens when 
everyone comes together as a TEAM!
 
We were fortunate enough to have Duane Charley return to us and 
appreciate how hard he works as an on-call Warehouse Laborer.  
Welcome Back Duane! We had to say good bye to Tammy Sowards, 
one of our General Clerk III’s. Her husband received PCS orders, so 
her and her family are off to Fort Campbell Kentucky. They will truly 
be missed. Jodi Groom a Warehouse Specialist left us as well.  She is 

off learning/working a new 
trade.  Jodi had been with CIF 
for many years. It was sad to 
see her go, but wish her the 
best in all she does.  We also 
said a “temporary good bye” to two of our front line Issue Turn-in 
Clerks. Mazi Akil and Ahmed Sheshi. They are both Army Reserve 
Soldiers and were activated for a year. We are all very proud of 
your service and are waiting your return. Stay safe and make sure 
your OCIE stays clean for turn-in! (They will understand.)

Welcome 2017, we are ready for a new year!!

Shelly Johnson / Operations Manager / JBLM, WA
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J a n u a r y  2 0 1 7  

Skookum Wellness 
Everyday Ideas to Move More 

Here are some ideas to help you move more each day and have fun with it.  
 
Make Time 

 Identify free times. Keep track of your daily activities for one week. Pick 
two 30-minute time slots you could use for family activity time. 

 Add physical activity to your daily routine. For example, walk or ride your 
bike to work or a friend's house, walk the dog with your children, exercise 
while you watch TV, or park farther away from your destination. 

 Try to walk, jog, or swim during your lunch hour, or take fitness breaks 
instead of coffee breaks. Try doing something active after dinner with your family, or on weekends. 

 Check out activities requiring little time. Try walking, jogging, or stair climbing. 
Bring Others Into It 

 Ask friends and family to support your efforts. 
 Invite them to be active with you. 
 Set up a party or other social event with activities that get people moving, like dancing or having a jump 

rope contest. 
 Exercise with friends. 
 Play with your kids or ask them to join you for an exercise video or fitness game. 
 Develop new friendships with physically active people. Join a group, such as the YMCA or a hiking club. 

Energize Yourself 
 Plan to be active at times in the day or week when you feel you have a lot of energy. 
 Convince yourself that if you give it a chance, physical activity will increase your energy level; then try it. 

Stay Motivated 
 Plan ahead. Make physical activity a regular part of your family's schedule. Write it on a family activity 

calendar. 
 Join an exercise group or class. Sign your children up for community sports teams or lessons. 
 Pick activities requiring no new skills, such as walking or climbing stairs. 
 Exercise with friends who are at the same skill level as you are. Create opportunities for your children to 

be active with friends. 
Build New Skills 

 Find a friend who can teach you new skills. 
 Take a class to develop new skills and enroll your children in classes too, such as swimming, dancing, 

or tennis. 
Use Available Resources 

 Select activities that don't need costly sports gear, such as walking, jogging, jumping rope, or doing 
push-ups. 

 Identify cheap, local resources in your area, such as programs through your community center, park or 
recreation group, or worksite. 

Make the Most of All Conditions 
 Develop a set of activities for you and your family that are always available regardless of weather, such 

as indoor cycling, indoor swimming, stair climbing, rope skipping, mall walking, dancing, and active 
games that you can play indoors. 

 When the weather is nice, try outdoor swimming, jogging, walking, or tennis. 

https://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health/educational/wecan/get-active/activity-plan.htm 
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Skookum President’s Excellence Award

Skookum Veteran Spotlight

Meet United States Army Veteran, Miguel Ulloa, originally 
from Siguatepeque, Honduras. He and his family immigrated 
to the United States when he was 14 in order to escape 
the poverty and constant danger in the country.  After 
graduating from Key West High School in 1998, Miguel 
volunteered to serve in the U.S. Army as a Combat Engineer 
in 2003. During one of three deployments to Iraq, Miguel 
was handed his citizenship papers in the Palace in Baghdad 
by the Vice President. In 2013, he deployed to Afghanistan 
clearing roads and convoy routes of Improvised Explosive 
Devices (IEDs). Miguel later received a Purple Heart after he 
was severely injured by an IED during the latter part of his 
deployment to Afghanistan.
 
After being medically retired from the Army in 2016 due 
to his injuries, he remained unemployed for almost a year 
until he was hired by Skookum to work as a Stock Clerk at 
Fort Eustis, VA.  “Working for Skookum has been one of the 

best things that has happened to me since I got out of the Army,” said Miguel. 
“I was amazed at how much Skookum really cares for its vets.  I was open 
about all my disabilities to every employer I interviewed for this past year and 
was afraid that Skookum would turn me down, too, only to find out they were 
looking for someone exactly like me.  I’m really proud to work for such a great 
company!”
          Miguel is married with two small children and is currently attending 
college on the Post 9/11 G.I. Bill studying to be a Heavy Equipment Mechanic.  
In addition to his native Spanish and being fluent in English, he also reads, 
writes, and speaks Portuguese.

Chad Rogers | Veteran Vocational Specialist | Fort Meade, MD

To nominate, go to: www.skookum.org/news-media/award-winners 
Fill in form and click submit. Your nomination will go directly to Skookum CEO, Jeff Dolven. 

Each week, an employee wins the 
Skookum President’s Excellence 
Award. The winner will receive a 
$100 Prize along with a Skookum 

Excellence Pin. This award is given to 
an employee who has demonstrated 

excellence in one or more of our Core 
Values or exceptional commitment to 
Skookum’s Safety culture. The winners 
are announced in the Skookum Skoop 

Newsletter every month. Anyone is 
welcome to nominate a Skookum 

employee for this award: customers, 
supervisors, employees, peers, 

managers, etc.

http://www.skookum.org/news-media/award-winners

